
C-CURVE | C-ARCH (TUNNEL VIEW)
The C-curve should follow the shape of the nail along its entire length in both convex and 
concave areas — this is the C-arch (tunnel view).
The C-curve must be symmetrical and even on all fingers.
The C-curve should measure 30–50% of a circle on all 5 nails (a higher degree of difficulty at 
50%).
Do not mix — choose one!
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APEX
The highest point of the apex and the arch must be consistently placed on each nail with correct 
positioning according to the final shape of the nail.
It must not be overly pronounced and should appear elegant.
The apex should be consistent and even on all nails.
When viewed from the side, the apex should be positioned between 25% and 50% of the entire 
nail bed.
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HAIR LINE, C-CURVE & FREE EDGE THICKNESS
Nails must be consistently thin along the entire nail surface, evenly thin on each nail, and no 
thicker than a business card.
Judges will evaluate thickness according to the degree of difficulty (thinner and more consistent 
nails are considered more difficult).
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CONVEX & CONCAVE
The structure must consistently follow the nail’s shape along its entire length in both convex 
and concave areas.
It must be symmetrical and even on all fingers.
The lower side lines in convex and concave areas (viewed from underneath) should be as thin as 
a hairline or thinner but must be even and consistent on both sides.
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NAIL LENGTH
The length must be consistent and proportional to the hand and fingers on all 5 nails. The nails 
should align with the proximal phalanges and metacarpal heads. The pinkie must be shorter 
than the ring and index fingers. The ring and index fingers must be shorter than the middle 
finger and thumb. The correct competition nail length is chosen by the competitor, and the 
extension should be a minimum of 60% and a maximum of 80% of the nail bed length.
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NAIL SHAPE
The nail shape must appear consistent and uniform when viewed from above and from the 
model’s perspective.
Only the square shape is allowed (90-degree side view).
The nails must align with the proximal phalanges and metacarpal heads.
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UPPER ARCH – UPPER SIDE LINE (TOP & SIDE VIEW)
From the nail’s side profile, the upper arch extension must be consistent with the chosen C-
curve (30% or 50%) on all 5 nails.
From the top view, side lines must not be wider than the natural nail’s lateral side lines or over-
filed.
In the top view, the side lines can extend straight from the lateral walls or taper slightly — do 
not mix, choose one!
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LOWER ARCH / LOWER SIDE LINE (SIDE VIEW)
The lower side lines must be even, neat, and extend straight from the lateral folds on both 
sides.
They must be parallel to the upper arch from the side view.
There must be no steps or ridges on the sidewalls.
When viewed from the C-curve/hairline perspective, the side lines must end at the same height.
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TOTAL SCORE (160)
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